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TESTING FOR RADON IN WATER

RADON

• WHAT IS RADON?

• HOW MUCH RADON IS SAFE?

• WHERE DOES IT COME FROM?

• WHY TEST SCHOOLS?

• HOW DO WE TEST FOR IT?

• WHAT HAVE WE FOUND SO FAR?

• WHAT ABOUT RADON IN DRINKING WATER?

School/Building # of rooms tested # below 4.0 pCi/L # between 4 and 10 # above 10.0 pCi/l

TOTAL 277 248 26 3

SCHOOL RESULTS

• TOTAL NUMBER OF SCHOOLS/PUBLIC BUILDINGS TESTED = 11

HOW DO WE 
TEST FOR IT?

• SCINTILLATION CELLS

• IONIZATION CHAMBERS

• CHARCOAL DETECTORS

• ELECTRET ION CHAMBERS

• ETCHED TRACK DETECTORS

• SHOW EXAMPLE DETECTORS

RADON IN DRINKING WATER

• NO PREVIOUS RADON IN DRINKING WATER TESTING IN THE CNMI

• WHY TEST?

• PFOA / PFOS CONTAMINATION AT THE AIRPORT

• TREATMENT – ACTIVATED CARBON FILTERS (ALSO FILTER RADON)

• RADON IN FILTER MAKES FILTER A HAZARDOUS WASTE

• DISPOSAL ISSUES AND $$$$

RADON IN 
DRINKING 

WATER

• BECQ ORDERING RADON IN 

WATER TEST KITS

• IF PWS / CWS TESTS FOR 

RADON, THEN NEED TO 

REPORT RESULTS IN ANNUAL 

CCR



MIWOA Continuing Education 8/8/2018

2

RECEIVED MONDAY JUL 30, 2018 FRIDAY AUG 3, 2018

WELL AS-5
NO FENCE
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LET SIT FOR AT LEAST 2 DAYS

MONDAY AUG 6, 2018 ENTER DATA

AVERAGE 
RADON = 

126.5 PCI/L
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RADON IN WATER RESULTS

• GENERAL RULE OF THUMB…FOR EVERY 10,000 PCI/L FOUND IN WATER SUPPLY ~ 1.0 PCI/L 

WILL BE “RELEASED” TO THE HOME’S INDOOR RADON CONCENTRATION.

• AT PRESENT, USEPA DOES NOT PROVIDE GUIDANCE FOR PRIVATE HOMES REGARDING ACTION 

LEVELS FOR RADON IN WATER

• NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES RECOMMENDS AN ALTERNATIVE MCL (AMCL) BE SET –

4,000 PCI/L WHICH WOULD RESULT IN AN INDOOR RADON CONCENTRATION INCREASE OF 

0.4 PCI/L

END: TESTING FOR RADON IN WATER


