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HURRICANES HARVEY, IRMA & 
MARIA AUG - SEP 2017

TEXAS

CARIBBEAN/FLORIDA

PUERTO RICO

2017 ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON
APRIL 19 – NOV 9

• 18 DEPRESSIONS

• 17 TOTAL STORMS

• 10 HURRICANES

• 6 MAJOR HURRICANES (CAT 3+)

• 882 FATALIES

• $368.66 BILLION (COSTLIEST SEASON ON 

RECORD)

• HARVEY: AUG 17 – SEP 3

• IRMA: AUG 30 – SEP 16

• MARIA: SEP 16 – OCT 3

Tracks of all tropical cyclones in the 2017 Atlantic hurricane season

HURRICANE HARVEY

• COSTLIEST HURRICANE ON RECORD AT $200 

BILLION IN DAMAGE

• MOSTLY FROM FLOODING IN HOUSTON

• 8/26/16: LANDFALL AT ROCKPORT, TX W/ 

130 MPH WINDS

• MOVING EAST – WEAKENED AND SLOWED

• AND RAINED!

Hurricane Harvey neat the coast of Texas at 
peak intensity late on August 25, 2017

Aug 26, 2017



MIWOA CEU Class 12/13/2017

2

SAT AUG 26, 2017
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SAN PATRICIO MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT
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ARANSAS PASS



MIWOA CEU Class 12/13/2017

6

BEAUMONT, TX

• VIDEO: PBS 

NEWSHOUR

• KNOCKED OUT BY 

HARVEY, BEAUMONT’S 

WATER STARTS TO 

FLOW

• SEP 4, 2017

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxbgEwFh9VM

HURRICANE IRMA

• 8/30/17: FORMED NEAR CAPE VERDE 

ISLANDS

• 9/6/17: BECAME CAT 5 HURRICANE

• SECOND MOST INTENSE ATLANTIC 

HURRICANE ON RECORD IN TERMS OF 

SUSTAINED WINDS

• 9/11/17: DOWNGRADED TO TS

Hurricane Irma over the Virgin Islands 
at peak intensity on 9/6/17

Map plotting the track and intensity of Irma

TIMELINE

• 9/6/17: LANDFALL AT BARBUDA @ CAT 5

• 9/7/17: SINT MAARTEN, GINGER ISLAND, TORTOLA, BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

• 9/8/17: BAHAMAS (LITTLE INAGUA), THEN CUBA > WEAKEND TO CAT 3

• 9/9/17: CROSSED STRAIGHTS OF FLORIDA > CAT 4

• 9/10/17: CUDJOE KEY, MARCO ISLAND, NAPLES > CAT 2

• 9/12/17: NOW TROPICAL DEPRESSION GEORGIA/ALABAMA BORDER

IRMA: RECORD BREAKING

• STRONGEST ATLANTIC HURRICANE EVER OUTSIDE THE GULF OF MEXICO AND CARRIBBEAN SEA

• 3 DAYS AT CAT 5 (LONGEST CAT 5 SINCE SATELLITE STORM-TRACKING BEGAN

• 37 HOURS OF SUSTAINED 185 MPH WINDS 

• LARGEST EVACUATION IN HISTORY OF THE BAHAMAS

• POTENTIALLY LARGEST EVACUATION IN US HISTORY (6.3 M IN FL ORDERED TO EVACUATE)

• ~95% BUILDINGS ON BARBUDA DAMAGED
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ST. MARTIN

• VIDEO: FRANCE 24 
(ENGLISH)

• HURRICANE IRMA: 
DRINKING WATER, 
ROTTING RUBBISH 
POSE RISK OF 
EPIDEMIC ON FRENCH 
CARIBBEAN ISLANDS

• SEP 15, 2017

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pu8E3Yt7kwk

HURRICANE MARIA

Hurricane Maria near peak intensity, 
moving north towards Puerto Rico 
9/19/2017
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HURRICANE MARIA – PUERTO RICO

• WEDNESDAY SEP 20, 2017 – CAT 4 W/ 150 MPH WINDS

• 3.4 MILLION US CITIZENS LIVE IN PUERTO RICO

• HURRICANE MARIA WAS LIKE A “50-MILE-WIDE” TORNADO THAT MADE A DIRECT HIT

• MASSIVE DAMAGE TO POWER GRID AND POWER PRODUCTION

• WATER

• COMMUNICATIONS

• HEALTH/HOSPITALS

• FOOD

NO ELECTRICITY – NO WATER

• AUDIO: NPR

• NO ELECTRICITY 

MEANS NO CLEAN 

WATER FOR MANY IN 

PUERTO RICO

• SEP 27, 2017

https://www.npr.org/2017/09/27/553917909/no-electricity-means-no-clean-water-for-many-in-puerto-rico
9/27/2017

RICHARD 'CRAZY LEGS' COLÓN

• AUDIO: NPR

• RICHARD 'CRAZY 

LEGS' COLÓN 

RETURNS TO PUERTO 

RICO WITH A CLEAN 

DRINKING WATER 

MISSION

• OCT 1, 2017

https://www.npr.org/2017/10/01/554803408/richard-crazy-legs-col-n-returns-to-puerto-rico-with-a-clean-
drinking-water-miss

CONTAMINATED WATER HEALTH EFFECTS?

• AUDIO: NPR

• PUERTO RICAN 

HEALTH OFFICIALS 

WORRY ABOUT 

CONTAMINATED 

WATER EFFECTS

• OCT 16, 2017

https://www.npr.org/2017/10/16/557985845/puerto-rico-health-officials-worry-about-contaminated-water-
effects

FINDING SAFE 
WATER TO 

DRINK

• VIDEO: CNN

• PUERTO RICANS 

STRUGGLE TO FIND 

DRINKING WATER

• OCT 17, 2017

http://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2017/10/17/puerto-rico-toxic-drinking-water-crisis-lavandera-dnt-ac.cnn

PUERTO RICO’S RAIN FOREST

• AUDIO: NPR

• ASSESSING THE 

DAMAGE TO PUERTO 

RICO’S RAIN FOREST

• OCT 28, 2017

https://www.npr.org/2017/10/28/560554603/assessing-the-damage-to-puerto-ricos-rain-forest
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LEPTOSPIROSIS

• VIDEO: CNN

• SUSPECTED DEADLY 

BACTERIA CASES IN 

PUERTO RICO

• OCT 27, 2017

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UcesKp_CFo

END 2017 HURRICANES


