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Sampler Qualification

 Distribution 1 Cert or greater

 Demonstration of Capability

• 3 weeks with experienced sampler

 Written Testing

• “Water System Operator” course

 Review of SOP

• “Routine Coliform Sampling” video

Equipment & Supply Management

 Dedicated Tap Stations

 Container (120 ml colilert) Checks

 Powder-Free/Nitrile Gloves

 Sample Transport Cooler Cleanings

 Trip and Field Blanks

 Sample Plan and Site Sequencing

 Weather & Wind  Management

Equipment & Supply Management Sample Site & Collection

 Remove Impediments (Aeration, Screens)

 Tap (flame, bleach, alcohol, none)

 Flush Time (2-3-5 min, constant temp)

 Residual  > 0.01-0.2 or HPC

 Container/Lid Handling (threads down)

 Headspace (2.5 cm and 100 ml marker)

 Bagged Samples and Sample Segregation

Sample Site & Collection Documentation & Delivery

 Chain of Custody and Container

• “The 5 Items”

• Special Notes

 Temperature Management (2-10°, None)

 Timely Delivery

 Timely Processing
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Sample Management at the lab Sample Management at the lab

 Media and Stock Culture Checks

 Autoclave Spore Vial Challenge

 Incubator Checks and Cleanings

 Air Plate Count Tests

 Container Lot, Sterility Dechlor. Tests

 Supply Rotations

 Sample Batch and Analyst QA/QC

Conclusion

1. Meaningful SOPs

2. Sampler Training

3. Equipment & Supply Checks

4. Sample and Site Integrity

5. Sample Collector “Discipline”

6. Lab QA/QC

7. Documentation = Traceability
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